Ramdeo Misra
(1908-1998)

The Father of Ecology in India \

A pioneer who elevated ecology from a @v
localized study to a national scientific priority.




Banaras Hindu
Universit
(Vurunusi{—
Department of
Botany

Foundations

Ph.D. in Ecology (1937) from
Leeds University, UK, under Prof.
W.H. Pearsall, FRS.

Curriculum

Formulated and launched India's
first postgraduate course in
ecology.

Multiplication

Mentored over 50 Ph.D. scholars who
dispersed to initiate ecology teaching
and research across universities and
institutes nationwide.
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The Scientific Framework: Core Research Pillars
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Tropical Communities

Laid the foundations for /\/
understanding complex
ecosystem structures and K

interactions in tropical climates.

Nutrient Cycling M
Mapped the complex flow of :O:

1 N
vital resources throughout n
tropical forest and grassland 4
ecosystems.

Succession

Tracked the environmental
responses and evolutionary
progression of plant
populations over time.

Productivity

Measured energy capture,
growth rates, and biological
output in native plant
populations.
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Institutional Legacy: From Lab to Policy TopAll
Step 1: Academic Step 2: Committee Step 3: National
Recognition Catalyst (1972) Ministry (1984)
Honoured with His relentless efforts led The NCEPC directly
Fellowships of the the Government of paved the way for the
ndian National Science India to establish formal establishment
Academy (INSA), the National ) of the Ministry of
World Academy of Arts & Committee for Environment and
Science, and the Environmental Planning Forests.
prestigious Sanjay and Coordination
Gandhi Award in (NCEPC).

Environment and
Ecology.



NEET Key Takeaway: Ramdeo Misra

[Identity] Known universally as the “Father of Ecology in India.”

[Academic Base] Banaras Hindu University (BHU) — established
India’s first PG course in ecology and mentored 50+ PhD scholars.

[Research Focus] Pioneered the study of tropical communities,
succession, productivity, and nutrient cycling.

[Policy Impact] Catalyst for the NCEPC (1972) and the Ministry of
Environment and Forests (1984).
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